
Government notice on removal of
photovoltaic panels

Homeowners with solar panels on their houses should contact their solar panel installer or state and local

environmental agencies for more information on disposal and recycling.

When solar panels, which typically have a 25-30 year lifespan, reach the end of their lives and become waste,

they must be managed safely. Learn about this renewable energy waste, ...

Although more than 75% of all U.S. installed utility-scale PV came online in the last 5 years, federal, state,

and local governments are planning for system decommissioning (Davis et al. 2021b).

This document is intended to equip local governments with the knowledge for decommissioning renewable

energy projects such as, solar photovoltaic (PV) systems, including a discussion on other ...

The U.S. Department of Energy is supporting various efforts to address end-of-life issues related to solar

energy technologies, including recovering and recycling materials used to manufacture PV cells and ...

When solar projects reach the end of their expected performance period, there are several management

options. They include extending the performance period through reuse, refurbishment, or repowering ...

Find out how to use knowledge or analytical testing to make a hazardous waste determination on solar panels,

how the RCRA regulations apply to solar panels that are reused and ...

As of 2025, laws and regulations governing solar panel decommissioning are rapidly evolving, primarily at the

state level, as the U.S. does not have specific federal policies directly ...

Utility-scale solar in the US is expected to quadruple to 240 GWdc by 2040 most of which is expected to be

ground-mounted solar which will be subject to federal and state PV system ...

This includes everything from solar panel design and materials usage at the beginning of the lifecycle to

maintenance and repair and, finally, decommissioning and recycling at the end of life.
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